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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PANAMA 0297 

FOR ALAN GISE FROM IOE MCLEAN, CHIEF OF SECTION AI FOR HARRY 
QUINN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CASC, PN(BHARATH, PATRICIA BLACK) 

SUBJECT: EMBASSY PROTEST TO GOVT OF PANAMA 

REF: STATE 3734 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . PROTEST SUGGESTED IN 77 STATE 242437 WAS NOT FILED. DETENTION 
FOR IMMIGRATION VIOLATION IS SENSITIVE SUBJECT AS WE RECEIVE 
FREQUENT COMPLAINS ABOUT VISA REFUSALS OR DENIALS OF AD- 
MISSION TO U.S. NEITHER WOULD THE COMPLAINT HAVE BEEN TIMELY. 
PANAMANIAN IMMIGRATION IS UNDER CONTROL OF NATIONAL GUARD G-2 
(MILITARY INTELLIGENCE) AND THIS OFFICE PROVIDED FULL INFORMAL 
REPORT AND WILL DO SO IF OTHER INCIDENTS OCCUR. IMMIGRATION 
OFFICIALS HAVE APPARENTLY BEEN INSTRUCTED TO PROVIDE NO IN- 
FORMATION ANYONE WITHOUT NATIONAL GUARD APPROVAL. 

2. POST FEELS THAT PROTEST WOULD BE MORE APPROPRIATE IN 
DRUG ARRESTS. WHEN ACCESS IS DELAYED UNTIL INTERROGATION 
IS COMPLETED. CONSULAR OFFICER IS NORMALLY NOTIFIED 
IMMEDIATELY OF ARREST BY DEA, BUT CONSULAR ACCESS IS 
ROUTINELY DELAYED FIVE WORKING DAYS AND OCCASIONALLY 
AS MUCH AS TEN WORKING DAYS DESPITE DAILY REQUESTS FOR 
VISITATION RIGHTS. DEPARTMENTAL FILES WILL SHOW THAT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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THIS HAS BEEN THE PRACTICE SINCE THE EARLY 1970'S WHEN 
G-2 BEGAN TO ASSUME ACTIVE ROLE IN DRUG ENFORCEMENT. 

3. DEPARTMENTAL FILES WILL ALSO SHOW THAT THIS PRACTICE 
WAS ONE OF SUBJECTS OF NUMEROUS NOTES OF PROTEST FILED 
DURING PERIOD 1970-73 AND THAT NOTES ROUTINELY WENT 
UNANSWERED. POST HAS COPY OF REPLY TO ACCESS PROTEST 
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FILED BY COLOMBIAN EMBASSY PANAMA IN WHICH GOP STATES 
THAT THEY ARE NOT ALWAYS ABLE TO ADHERE TO VIENNA CONVENTION 
WHEN THEY ARE TRYING TO BREAK UP DRUG CONSPIRACY AIMING 
TO INTROUDCE LARGE QUANTITIES OF DRUGS IN THE UNITED STATES. 

THEY WILL UNDOUBTEDLY FIND IT AMBIVALENT FOR USG TO ALSO 
PROTEST SUCH PRACTICES SO WE SUGGEST INFORMAL NOTIFICATION 
THAT PROTEST WILL AGAIN BE FILED IF ACCESS DELAYED. WE 
ALSO SUGGEST THAT PROTEST BE DISCUSSED WITH AMCIT WHO IS 
UNDER DENTENTION. WHEN SUBJECT HAS BEEN RAISED, DETAINEES 
WERE OPPOSED TO PROTEST AS THEY FEAR THAT 8-MONTH SENTENCE 
NORMALLY IMPOSED FOR SUCH CASES WOULD BE RAISED TO 5-8 YEAR 
SENTENCE REQUIRED BY PANAMANIAN LAW FOR INTERNATIONAL 
DRUG TRAFFICKING. 

JORDEN 
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